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The 60th Annual Production of William Gibson’s 
THE MIRACLE WORKER 

at Ivy Green 
 

AUDITION INFORMATION 
 

BACKGROUND ON THE MIRACLE WORKER 
William Gibson’s THE MIRACLE WORKER takes place primarily in the spring of 1887 at Ivy 
Green, the Keller Home, in Tuscumbia, Alabama. The characters and story are based on Helen 
Keller’s autobiography, Annie Sullivan’s letters, and Nella Braddy’s book “Anne Sullivan 
Macy”.  
 
THE MIRACLE WORKER opened on Broadway in 1959, with Anne Bancroft and Patty Duke 
starring as Annie Sullivan and Helen Keller. They reprised these roles in the 1962 film and won 
Oscars for their portrayals.  
 
THE MIRACLE WORKER was first performed at Ivy Green in the summer of 1961 and has 
been performed every summer for 60 years. The 2021 production will run on Friday and 
Saturday nights from June 11th-July 17th. Audience members come from all over the world to 
experience “the miracle” on the grounds where it happened.  
 
AUDITION LOCATION 
Auditions for the 60th Annual Production of "The Miracle Worker" will be held on Saturday, 
April 10th and Sunday April 11th, at the amphitheater at Ivy Green, the Birthplace of Helen 
Keller (301 N. Commons Street W., Tuscumbia, AL 35674). For more information about 
audition requirements, please follow "The Miracle Worker at Ivy Green". 
 
Actors auditioning for Helen Keller and Annie Sullivan will be required to attend a workshop on 
Saturday, April 10th at 12pm and return to audition on Sunday, April 11th at 2pm.  
 
Auditions for children's speaking roles (blind children, Martha and Percy) will be at 2pm on 
Saturday, April 10th. Auditions for adult roles (Kate Keller, Arthur Keller, James Keller, Aunt 
Ev, Viney, The Doctor/Mr. Anagnos, and Annie Sullivan) will be at 4pm on Saturday, April 
10th. Please arrive a few minutes early. Please enter through the back gate and park where 
audience members park during the summer.  
 
If needed, callbacks will be held on Monday, April 12th, 2021. 
 
AUDITION PROCESS 
Please fill out the audition form and bring it with you to auditions. You will only be considered 
for roles that you indicate on the form. The form can be found here: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xTx9UM1k9CeCpbbnfOF6HMsbKf4pG_xR/view?usp=sharing 
 
For all speaking roles, you will be asked to read from the script. For the Helen audition, you will 
be asked to do several things as if you are blind and deaf. For the Annie audition, you will be 
asked to do several things with a Helen as well as reading from the script. The selections all 
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actors will read for speaking roles and instructions for the Helen audition can be found at this 
link: 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1S75JtMqxtIqfAX9mGqk6eDbXj4wJILtn?usp=sharing 
 
 
To prepare for auditions, please familiarize yourself with the audition sides and learn about the 
characters you intend to audition for. Think about who the character is and what they want to 
achieve in the audition scenes. Think about what their relationships are with the others in the 
scene. We are looking for hard workers. Being prepared for auditions will help show us that you 
are committed to this production.   
 
We are also looking for actors who are receptive to feedback and who want to be pushed 
creatively. During auditions, we may ask you to stop and do something again in a different way.  
 
REHEARSAL SCHEDULE  
We will make casting decisions no later than Tuesday, April 13th. We plan to have one cast with 
no understudies. 
 
We will have a cast meeting followed by a read-through with principal cast members on April 
17th. We will have a few Zoom rehearsals with principals in the month of April.  
 
Rehearsals will begin for Annie and Helen on April 18th. Annie and Helen will rehearse a few 
times per week through the month of April.  
 
In-person rehearsals for principal roles will begin in May. We know your time is important, and 
the rehearsal schedule will be efficient. You will not be called for rehearsals when you are not 
needed.  
 
Blind Children will be split into two groups that will alternate performances.  
 
PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE 
The show will run every Friday and Saturday night from June 11th-July 17th. We will have one 
cast of principals. We are only planning to double cast Blind Children this year. 
 
CONFLICTS 
You must list all potential conflicts on the audition form or on a sheet attached to the audition 
form. Please be thorough and honest. We will consider availability and commitment when it 
comes to casting, but if we know about conflicts, we can consider them when building the 
rehearsal schedule. If we do not know about conflicts and you tell us about them after you are 
cast, we may replace you. We are looking for actors who are committed to this production.  
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CHARACTER BREAKDOWN 
 
HELEN KELLER  
Looking for a petite girl (54” or under) between the ages of 7-11. Helen is tough, wild, and 
incredibly intelligent. Trapped in darkness and silence, she desperately wants to understand the 
world around her.  
 
To prepare for auditions, study the audition instructions found here - 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gKEfCCg0zFSkPXLrsg0IX78XrUwGd86L/view?usp=sharing 
– and also practice experiencing the world as though you are deaf and blind. Explore rooms and 
objects using your hands, practice using your face and body to communicate what you are 
feeling, and practice being wild and tough. Helen is a fighter who punches above her weight.   
 
ANNIE SULLIVAN  
Looking for a female actor who appears to be 20 years old. Actors auditioning for this role 
should be at least 16. The daughter of Irish immigrants, Annie was orphaned as a child. She grew 
up in an asylum in Massachusetts, where her brother Jimmie died. Annie’s nickname at the 
Perkins School in Boston was “spitfire” and she is that. She’s physically strong, feisty, and 
determined to teach Helen the meaning of language, but she is also deeply damaged by the 
trauma she has experienced and is on a journey to learn to love again.  
 
Actors auditioning for this role should prepare to speak in a hybrid Irish/New England accent. 
Please watch this news clip of Annie speaking to understand the accent - 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XdTUSignq7Y . Please focus on pronunciation of vowels 
and consonants. We are not looking for our Annie to speak in such a high-pitch or as slowly as 
Annie Sullivan does in this news clip. Annie should have a strong, deep voice.  
 
CAPTAIN ARTHUR KELLER – Looking for a male actor who appears to be 51 years of age. 
Actors auditioning should use a genteel Southern accent. Captain Keller was a Captain in the 
Confederate Army, and he believes in order and respect. He’s stern, but he has a weak spot when 
it comes to the women in his household. As much as he wants to believe he’s in charge of the 
Keller household, the women in the household have other ideas.  
 
KATE ADAMS KELLER – Looking for a female actor who appears to be 31 years of age. 
Actors auditioning should use a genteel Southern accent. Kate grew up in a prominent family in 
Memphis. She is refined and broken by not being able to reach Helen, but she is strong. Helen is 
her world, and she will do anything to give Helen what she needs, sometimes to Helen’s 
detriment.  
 
JAMES KELLER – Looking for a male actor who appears to be 20 years of age. Actors 
auditioning for this role should be at least 16. Actors auditioning should use a genteel Southern 
accent. James wants nothing more than Captain Keller’s love and respect. Although he 
sometimes seems to be abrasively sarcastic, James is in a lot of pain as he tries to find his place 
in this household. He is still dealing with the trauma from his mother’s death and his father’s 
decision to remarry.  
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AUNT EV – Looking for a female actor who appears to be in her mid-50s. Actors auditioning 
should use a genteel Southern accent. The matriarch of the Keller Family, Aunt Ev is Captain 
Keller’s elder sister. She is proper and doesn’t relate to outsiders well, but she is determined to 
get Helen the help she needs.  
 
VINEY – Looking for a female African-American actor who as at least 16 years of age. Actors 
auditioning should use a Southern accent. Viney is a servant in the Keller Household. She loves 
Helen and has a witty sense of humor.  
 
PERCY - Looking for a male African-American actor who is between the ages of 7-12.  Actors 
auditioning should use a Southern accent. Percy is a servant in the Keller Household and Helen’s 
playmate.  
 
MARTHA - Looking for a female African-American actor who is between the ages of 7-12. 
Actors auditioning should use a Southern accent. Martha is a servant in the Keller Household and 
Helen’s playmate. 
 
ANAGNOS – Looking for a male actor ages 30 and up. Actors auditioning should use a slight 
Greek accent. Anagnos is Annie’s mentor at the Perkins School for the Blind.  
 
THE DOCTOR – Looking for a male actor ages 25 and up. Actors auditioning should use a 
Southern accent. This is a small role at the beginning of the play.  
 
BLIND CHILDREN – Looking for children ages 6-15. The Blind Children are students at the 
Perkins School for the Blind. Actors auditioning should use General American (not Southern) 
accents. Please study each of the parts in the audition sides. 
 
OTHER OPPORTUNITIES 
If you are interested in helping on the stage crew, helping to market the show, or other volunteer 
opportunities, please email us at miracleworkerativygreen@gmail.com. THE MIRACLE 
WORKER is such a special part of our community’s history, and we need your help to make 
this summer the most successful ever.  
 
We look forward to seeing you on April 10th! Please email us at 
miracleworkerativygreen@gmail.com with any questions.  
 
Thanks! 
 
Caroline Self, Director 
Laura Connolly, Assistant Director 
Andrew Maples, Technical Director 
 
 


